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Abstract 
In this study, the development of Architecture and Urban and Regional Planning departments in Turkey, changes in the 
educational process, level of institutionalization and quality of education have been analyzed. The changes experienced during 
educational process, quantitative and qualitative increase in the numbers of faculties and departments, national organizations and 
international information and experience transfers have been evaluated with several dimensions. The associations having been 
established to institutionalize educational process (such as Communication Group of Department Heads of Architecture Schools 
(MOBBİG) The Association of Planning Schools of Turkey (TUPOB)) and their contribution to educational process and 
educational quality have been discussed. 
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1. Introduction 
The institutionalization process of the education given at Architecture and Urban and Regional Planning 
departments in Turkey can be evaluated at three levels. The first one is about the quantitative and qualitative 
increase in education given at the higher education institution. In addition to the increase in the number of students 
and trainers as well as in the numbers of faculties and departments and in parallel with this increase, it is the 
institutionalization of educational staff and processes. In this sense, the dimensions about creating institutional 
identity for faculties and departments, and developing missions and visions in education are all included in this 
scope. The second one is about the development of national organizations established in order to contribute to 
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institutionalization of educational process of faculties based on different schools. These organizations include 
Communication Group of Department Heads of Architecture Schools (MOBBİG), Architectural Accrediting Board 
(MİAK), and Council of Deans of the Architecture Faculties (MİDEKON), the Association of Planning Schools of 
Turkey (TUPOB). The Chamber of Architects and Chamber of City Planners, which are attached to Union of 
Chambers of Turkish Engineers and Architects (TMMOB), also contribute to the training process. The third level of 
this process consists of associations established to improve international knowledge and experience. These include 
Union of International Architects (UIA), European Association for Architectural Education (EAAE), Association of 
European School of Planning (AESOP), International Society of City and Regional Planning (ISoCaRP). European 
Union, Erasmus and Bologna processes also take part in institutionalization of education. All of these factors are the 
ones, which as a whole influence the development of architecture and planning disciplines in Turkey, and they 
should be discussed. Local, national and international knowledge/information, experience transfers affect 
educational process and its quality. 
2. The first steps taken for education and the development in quantity and quality 
The development of higher education in Turkey can be discussed in four different periods: From Ottoman Period 
to 1930s, 1933s-1980s, 1980-1990, and finally 1990 to present. The reforms, which were started in the last years of 
the Ottoman Empire, constituted the beginning of European style universities.  After the proclamation of the Turkish 
Republic, certain legal arrangements regarding the organization of university education were brought at the agenda 
in 1933, 1977 and 1981. These arrangements, which mean reorganizing universities, are the breaking points while 
evaluating educational processes, and the changes having been experienced in each period influenced architecture 
and planning training as well as structural transformations at universities (Tekeli, 2010). 
The first period (1800-1933): The period when the first school of architecture started to give training, when 
architectural education developed as a part of civil engineering, when mentor system was common and when the 
number of trainers and the trained/educated were low. The main concern of educational process and quality was 
about establishing European style universities. There was a transition from traditional way of architecture training to 
university education and there was no planning education at that period. While contributions of architects with 
traditional education (Guild of Sultan’s Architects) were going on in practice of architecture, the Planning practice 
in modern terms recently started, new legal arrangements were being brought at the agenda.    
The second period (1933-1980s): increase in the number and organization of nationally based European style 
universities, architect implementers who studied abroad and had knowledge about architecture and city planning, 
planning competitions organized by getting support from other countries and “town architecture”/planning attempts, 
increase in the number of trained staff, increasing number of professorship chairs at the universities, the first 
planning school at METU, establishment of chamber of architecture TMMOB, first discussions about the quality of 
education were the main characteristics of this period.   
The third period (1980-1990): new legal arrangements and reorganization at the universities, increase in the 
number of schools giving architecture and planning education and their becoming widespread in cities, 
developments in the institutionalization process of TMMOB Chamber of Architects and Urban Planners. 
Architecture and planning education centered in three big cities, the number of planning departments reached up to 
six was among the significant developments of the period.   
The fourth period (1990-present): In addition to widespread Architecture and Planning education presence of 
institutionalized educational processes, increase in the number of national and international organizations and 
associations, and the influence of globalization on education and vocation, information Exchange across borders, 
discussions on accreditation were at the agenda of the period.  
The main point of Architecture and planning education is composed of courses for synthesizing various areas of 
knowledge such as social sciences, quantitative techniques, engineering, design and technology. Architecture 
handles details from single structure to building and surrounding area and urban design scales. Urban and Regional 
Planning involves various analyses and research from urban design scale to construction plan scales, from structural 
plans to regional scale. In this sense, architecture and planning education aims at producing student profiles 
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equipped with synthesis-analysis skills, which are capable of creative approach, observation, and problem 
description using the data from various disciplines. In the scope of Bologna process lately, the tendency to 
encourage students to spend their free time outside the course schedule in complementary interest areas relating to 
educational process has become a policy in education.   
 
Today, the organization of national higher education is provided by the Council of Higher Education, which was 
established in 1981. In the relevant regulation of the Council, the aims of higher education are stated as follows: to 
produce individuals “…. who value benefits of the society above personal interests, have free scientific thinking, 
respect to human rights, contribute to national development, have general knowledge and skills about his/her 
profession”. The higher education institutions, having this purpose, are defined as the ones established for national 
and social purposes such as doing high level scientific study and research, producing knowledge and technology, 
extending scientific data, supporting national development. (URL1, URL2). Architecture and Urban and Regional 
Planning education given at higher education institutions has similar purposes to those mentioned above. For both 
disciplines, the main purpose is to produce individuals who have the ability to think independently and creatively, 
are questioning, researching and have useful knowledge and skills for themselves, their societies and the humanity. 
The architects and City planners, who were trained at the universities, are expected to be professionals who can 
think independently and creatively, are trying to do research, understand, question and adopt the principle of 
transformation for the benefit of the society. (Ersoy, 2007; Tekeli, 2009).  
When it is studied in historical process; the abolishment of Guild of Sultan’s Architects in 1831 led to a change in 
the traditional structure of architecture profession. In 1884, the School of Fine Arts (Mekteb-i Sanayi-i Nefise-i 
Şahane), which embodied a department of architecture, was established based on the model of Ecole-des Beuts Arts 
in Paris (Baydar, 2012, 12). In addition, Architecture education was at Istanbul Technical University (ITU) as 
construction and architecture education. Urban and Regional Planning education began at Urban and Regional 
Planning department of the Middle East Technical University (METU), in Ankara. From 1960 to 1990, Urban and 
Regional Planning departments were started to be opened at engineering and architecture faculties of the universities 
and especially in three big cities (Istanbul, Ankara, Izmir) the number of departments reached up to six. After 1990, 
there were two important changes: establishment of new universities in other cities out of those three big cities and 
opening of foundation universities in addition to state universities. During that period, the universities giving 
Architecture and planning education started to extend from center to periphery. In 2012-2013 academic years, there 
are 72 architecture departments and 19 urban and regional planning departments that place students. The rapid 
increase in the number of Architecture departments has been by 372% in the last 19 years (Kayım, 2009). 
3. National associations and one step closer to the institutionalization 
In addition to quantitative increase in education of Architecture and Urban Planning, there are some 
developments regarding institutionalization (establishment of national-international coordination, Bologna process 
etc.). These developments indicate a new period for Architecture and Urban and Regional Planning departments and 
educational processes. The national organizations related to Architecture and Planning education are organizations 
and meetings held by faculties and departments of the universities, and the events and meetings organized by 
professional chambers.  The organizations which involve discussions and events about quality of education are 
stated below in short. 
3.1.1. Faculties and Departments 
 
Communication Group of Department Heads of Architecture Schools (MOBBIG): In 1996, this group began to 
form in the first meetings about problems of architecture education and development of university education, which 
were held at ITU, and the idea behind it was to establish a common mind for all these matters. This organization has 
a meeting twice a year and the current issues are brought at the agenda for discussion (URL 3). 
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Council of Deans of the Architecture Faculties (MİDEKON): Established in 2006, this organization aims at 
comparing notes about the management, education and research problems with architecture (architecture, design, 
planning) disciplines considering EU and global developments and at giving relevant training programs efficiently 
(URL 4). 
 
Congress for Architecture Education (CAE): The first Congress was held in 2001 and it is organized every two 
years. In the scope of this, the events for developing standards in architecture education, in-service training, 
application and reorganization of architectural profession are organized.   
Architectural Accrediting Board (MİAK) is TMMOB Chamber of Architects has executed the organization since 
its establishment in 2008.  The main aim of MİAK is to evaluate architectural education and to improve it with the 
work for competence (URL5). 
The Association of Planning Schools of Turkey (TUPOB): The Association of Planning Schools of Turkey 
(TUPOB) is an organization established under the secretariat of TMMOB Chamber of City Planners, which involves 
all departments giving Urban and Regional Planning education in Turkey.  The attempts for TUPOB started in 2004 
and the first meeting for coordination was held in 2005. In these meetings, which are held every year on a regular 
basis, it is worked through to reorganize the educational programs of planning schools with common and 
coordinative work considering national and international criteria, and to determine and define common grounds for 
standards and quality for national planning education. In common with TMMOB Chamber of City Planners, this 
Association aims to contribute to the sustainable development of professional competence of planning profession, 
planners and relevant sub-branches, to cooperate with central and local administrations on the problems of urban 
planning in Turkey or on suggestions for the future, and to perpetuate and improve the relationship between 
planning education and planning practice (URL6, URL7). 
3.1.2. Professional Bodies 
 
Union of Chambers of Turkish Engineers and Architects (UCTEA-TMMOB): In Turkey, TMMOB is another 
national organization of which contributions to vocational training cannot be denied. TMMOB Chamber of 
Architects and TMMOB Chamber of City Planners is a professional body accepting each graduate student as its 
natural member. In addition to its efforts for necessary arrangements in area of profession, the union contributes to 
the universities both with event organizations (congress, meeting etc.) and with periodical and non-periodical 
publications related to the profession.  
TMMOB Chamber of City Planners, which was mentioned above, is a member of TUBOP and it sets the ground 
for student meetings with various events such as symposiums, colloquiums organized on the annual World 
Urbanism Day (URL6). These contributions are of great importance in both educational process and national 
practice and scientific developments. Besides, the events organized by professional bodies, the organizations for 
students and the bridge established among academic staff, society and professional area also contribute to the 
continuation of education even after graduation.  
When we look at the number of members of different Professional bodies by 2012, total number of architects in 
Turkey is over 40 thousand (39925 active members) and the total number of City Planners has reached up to 7 
thousand (6718) people. 
4. International associations and knowledge-experience transfers 
The third level of this process is about associations established to develop international knowledge and 
experience. These include International Union of Architects (UIA), European Association for Architectural 
Education (EAAE), Association of European School of Planning (AESOP), International Society of City and 
Regional Planning (ISoCaRP). European Union, Erasmus and Bologna processes also take an important role in 
institutionalization of education.   
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In scope of international agreements, several symposiums workshops, summer schools are organized with foreign 
universities and professional chambers. Except for these organizations, as among the contributions of globalization 
process to higher education, particularly to Architecture and planning education, there have also been attempts for 
articulating into EU educational processes.  Within this framework, ECTS arrangements during Bologna process, 
Erasmus exchange programs bring a new perspective for the quality of education and educational processes 
scientifically. 
5. Conclusion 
The increase in the number of Architecture and Urban Planning departments can also be traced by looking at the 
increase in the number of graduate students and members of professional bodies. In parallel with this increase in 
1990s, there happened some meetings to coordinate Architecture and Planning trainings and some efforts for 
program development.  In the meetings like MİDEKON, there are some discussions about reforms in architecture 
education. During these discussions, there has been more and more emphasis on social and economic aspects of the 
educational process. Particularly from the second half of 1990s, national organizations bring criticisms about the 
current educational process at the agenda in order to increase the quality of it by academic staff and professional 
chambers.  
Because architecture education started in Turkey in 1900s and Planning education started in 1960s, educational 
processes did not have the same development and they did not progress concurrently. As for professional bodies, 
there was no simultaneous progress at the same rate, as well. The outcome of educational process was reflected upon 
at different levels in terms of professional practice.  
In architecture education, admitting students based on a centered examination system rather than an aptitude test 
or mentor system, and the rapid increase in the number of departments have influenced educational process and the 
quality of education negatively. This change caused not reflecting authentic education system applied all around the 
world on Turkey practice. Besides, there has been a negative correlation between increasing number of departments 
and the quality of education. During this process, there have appeared significant differences, in terms of 
educational process, quality and level of education, between the universities, which were established before 1990s 
and are well established and follow a certain school and those new ones founded after 1990s. In spite of all these 
changes, there is still a hope and conscious for universities in general and architecture and planning education in 
particular to reach at their optimum considering changes experienced in science, art, social structure, and spatial 
relations in historical process. 
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